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A lone wooden chair sits in the center of a large, open, studio-style space. The space features a red brick wall in the background with big windows, featuring multipaned colonial style wooden frames. Bright sunlight filters in through the windows onto the shiny grey floor. And an old chandelier hangs from the ceiling. One by one, interviewees, from a variety of ages, races, and genders, sit on the chair.

White text appears in big block letters: Politically… There is an “Us” versus “Them”.

A blonde woman sits on the chair. Text: What worries you about the other side?

[blonde woman] Oh boy.

A young black man wears a cross earring.

[young black man] I think the propensity for political violence is higher than it probably ever has been.

A white man with a beard sits on the chair.
 
[white man with a beard] Because it's so divided.

A man with olive skin wears a blue shirt.

[man with olive skin] Riot mentality can pick up very quickly.

[finger snap]

Text: Many Americans believe the OTHER SIDE supports political violence. 
Text: Perception is 245% - 442% higher than actual levels of support for violence. 
Correcting inaccurate metaperceptions reduces American’s support for partisan violence. Proceedings of The National Academy of Sciences (2022).

[young black man] Unfortunately, that's because of that misinformation or disinformation.

[man with olive skin] Politics is important, but it's not what defines us.


Text: In reality 99.99% of Americans, regardless of identity, do not choose violence. 
Text: Transitional Threats Project. Center for Strategic and International Studies (2002).
All the text fades to black, except for the word “CHOOSE”.
Text: So, what do we choose?

[white man with a beard] What I teach my children is you need to make a choice. You choose respect, then you choose kindness.

Interviewees hold up “I CHOOSE” signs: I CHOOSE to vote. I CHOOSE to love anyway. The bearded man writes “Respect” on his sign.

[blonde woman] Let's try to create a joyful place together.

[man with olive skin] So having the ability to talk to our neighbors gives us the ability to see their point of view, share our points of view.

Interviewees fill the studio space and hold their “I CHOOSE” signs. They smile as they mingle and read each other’s signs. The man with the olive skin holds a sign that reads: I choose to talk to my neighbors.

[blonde woman] Worthiness. That's what I want all humans to feel. 

The blonde woman holds a sign that reads: I choose to be worthy.

[blonde woman] Let's create something. Instead of bringing everybody down, let's build them up. I would love to see that and be a part of that.

The interviewees mingle. A young black woman sits on the chair.

[young black woman] For my grandparents to have been nonviolent during the civil rights movement, I know I can choose it now. 

The interviewees stand together and hold up their signs for the camera. I CHOOSE self-awareness.
I CHOOSE change. I CHOOSE to stop online hate. I CHOOSE to be worthy. I CHOOSE to work the polls. I CHOOSE positive action. I CHOOSE to be kind. I CHOOSE to build community.

The young black woman stands in the center of everyone and holds a sign that reads: I CHOOSE “US”.

[young black woman] I will continue to choose us for future generations.

Text: What we choose today can build a BETTER FUTURE. What will you choose for US?

A logo appears with each word surrounded by a comic-style speech bubble. All. We. Share.
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